
                 Pre-AP English I Course Expectations and Policies 
Brianna Etoria | etoriab@pearlandisd.org 

Room 1626 | Tutorials: “Mega Lunch” Days & Thurs 2:35p (or by appointment) 

 

Dear Students,  

Welcome to Pre-AP English I! My name is Mrs. Etoria and I will be your Pre-AP English I teacher this year. 

Freshman year is a very exciting time in both your personal lives and your educational careers. The beginning 

of the year comes with lots of change and adjustment, but my goal is for you to end the year confident that you 

have the skills you will need in Pre-AP English II next year. Beyond that, we will work on developing your 

ability to think critically through reading and analysis and to express your ideas in a clear and organized 

manner through your writing.  

In this packet, you will find a syllabus will essential information you will need to be successful in my course. 

This syllabus can also be found on the school website under my name. I look forward to working with each 

and every one of you! If you or your parent(s)/guardian(s) have any questions or concerns about this course at 

any point in the year, do not hesitate to contact me at the e-mail address provided.   

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Etoria  

 

Supplies for English I 

• Folder or binder/section of binder  

o Function is to keep all materials for at least one term & to keep track of homework  

• Notebook with lined paper (spiral or other) 

• Pencils and red/pink and black/ blue pens 

• Highlighters (at least 3 colors)  

• Novels (recommended): The Martian Chronicles by Ray Bradbury, Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, 

and No Fear Shakespeare: Romeo and Juliet 

*Students MUST bring all supplies to class by the end of the first week; we will get organized and assemble 

interactive journals on Friday 8/24. 

 

Supplies You Can Donate 

• Box of tissues 

• Markers 

• Hand sanitizer  

• Any of the above supplies 

 

English I Course Overview In ninth grade, students will begin to assume more responsibility for their reading 
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and writing. English I is a course focused on reading and writing, designed to develop fluency, 

comprehension, communication, and critical thinking skills. To be successful, it will be imperative for students 

to take charge of their learning. 

English I Reading Focus 

• Author’s Craft, Fiction, Poetry, Literary Nonfiction, Expository, Persuasive/Argumentative, Novel 

Studies, Drama, and STAAR Review 

English I Writing Focus 

• Expository Writing, Grammar, Research, and Introduction to Persuasive/Argumentative Writing 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for English Language Arts and Reading: 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/index.html  

 

Assignments – Count either as a daily grade (40% of your average) or as a major grade (60% of your average).  

Daily grades – Examples include, but are not limited to: in class assignments, warm-up checks, homework, 

and quizzes. Expect an average of 2 daily grades per week. It is your responsibility to make up any missed 

daily assignments done in class. 

Major grades – Examples include, but are not limited to: extensive writing assignments (such as essays), 

projects, and exams. Expect an average of 1 major grade every two weeks. It is your responsibility to schedule 

a time to make up any missed exams or writing assignments done in class. Major essays and projects assigned 

over multiple days are due on the due date. If you know you will be absent on the due date, plan accordingly.  

Re-Do/Correction Policy –A student receiving a failing grade on a classroom assignment or a test with a 

score of 69 or below has one opportunity to make corrections to earn a grade up to a 70. The student must 

request from his/her teacher the opportunity to make corrections or schedule the retake of the test. A grade of 

70 is the maximum grade that can be earned. If the student fails to achieve the maximum grade of 70 on the 

redo of the assignment/test, the higher of the two grades is recorded (PISD Administrative Guidelines, p.133-

134). Students may do corrections within the 3-week grading period the assignment is given. 

Late Work Policy - Assignments due dates will be made clear when given the assignment. If your assignment 

is not turned in the day it is due, it is late. If a student is absent the day an ongoing assignment is due (not 

including online assignments), the assignment should be turned in the day you return. If an assignment is one 

class day late, the score starts at a 70%. If an assignment is two class days late, the score starts at a 50%. The 

assignment will not be accepted any later than 2 class days. For example, if an assignment is due on Monday, 

the student can turn the assignment in on Wednesday for partial credit up to a 70%. On Friday, the student can 

turn the assignment in on Friday for partial credit up to a 50%. Late work after 2 class days will NOT be 

accepted unless there are extenuating circumstances that have been discussed with me ahead of time.  

Absences/Make Up Work - Regardless of the reason for your absence, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to 

make sure you are aware of any missed assignments. I will put extra handouts from each day in the appropriate 

absent folder above the classroom supplies area. If you have any questions about how to complete the 

assignment, you can ask during class at an appropriate time, or stop by my room right after school. It is also 

wise to double check with a classmate or myself to see if we handed any assignments in the day you were 

absent. Once again, this is all YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.  

Classroom Procedures  



A. Class Rules: The 3 R’s: be ready to learn from bell to bell, be responsible for your education, and be 

respectful of others and the learning environment. The first day, your class will be sorted into either a house 

from Hogwarts or Ilvermorny. Your house will earn (or lose) points based on class participation and behavior. 

Winners will earn prizes at the end of each Semester, such as extra credit or treats, and the House Cup will be 

awarded at the end of the school year, resulting in an End-Of-Year Feast for the winning class. Individual 

points for extra credit can be earned each Term as well.   

B. Plagiarism & Cheating: Your work must be entirely your own unless you have permission to collaborate. 

If you plagiarize by submitting undocumented work written by another person, you have violated important 

academic tenets. Obviously, you cannot receive credit for the assignment; additionally, we will need to discuss 

the ethical implications of your behavior with your parents and an administrator.  

Examples of cheating include, but are not limited to:  

• Copying another person’s work (classmate, online source, etc.).   

• Allowing another person to copy your work.   

• Using unauthorized notes, aids, or written material in any form during a test.   

• Unauthorized use of technological devices (cell phones, cameras, ipods, games, etc.) while taking an 

assessment. During assessment, visible electronic devices are deemed as cheating. No exceptions. 

• Giving or receiving information by talking or through signs, gestures, or deception during any type of 

assessment.   

C. Electronic Equipment: You may not wear headsets, ear buds, headphones, etc. in class. BYOD is allowed 

at my discretion. All BYOD devices must be on silent and need to be placed under your desk until we use 

them. Campus and district BYOD policy applies. You will need access to the internet for some assignments in 

this class (mostly through CommonLit.org or using Office 365). Remind.com is used to keep students aware 

of upcoming due dates or necessary information. 

D. Supplies: It is your responsibility to bring your supplies to class each day. You should check yourself as 

you come to class, asking, “Do I have my folder/binder for this class? Something to write with? Other supplies 

my teacher requested I bring today? The current book/novel we are working on in class? My own book?” If 

you do not have a pen, please borrow one from your neighbor before asking me. I have a limited amount of 

supplies, and once they’re gone, they’re gone for good.  

 


